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SUBJECT: COMPLAINTS BY UN DIPLOMATS ON GASOLINE SHORTAGE 

1) SITUATION RE: GAS RATIONING IN SWEDEN AS FOLLOWS: 

AFTER AUTHORIZING LEGISLATION PASSED IN NOVEMBER AND 
ADDITIONAL LAW ON FUEL RATIONING PASSED ON DECEMBER 14, 
FONOFF SENT CIRCULAR NOTE TO EMBASSIES ON DECEMBER 17 
EXPLAINING RATIONING SYSTEM (100 LITERS PER VEHICLE 

FOR 52-DAY PERIOD ENDING FEBRUARY 28) AND CONTAINING 
FOLLOWING PARAGRAPH: 

"OWING TO THE NATURE OF THE FUEL SUPPLY SITUATION THE 
COMPETENT AUTHORITIES ARE NOT INA POSITION TO GRANT 
SUPPLEMENTARY QUANTITIES OF PETROL OR DIESEL OIL IN 
OTHER THAN QUALIFIED CASES - SUCH AS VEHICLES USED BY 
HEADS OF MISSION AND OFFICIAL VEHICLES OF MISSIONS." 

2) NOTE THEN INVITED EMBASSIES TO APPLY FOR ADDITIONAL 
GASOLINE BY FORWARDING APPLICATIONS TO FONMIN. EMBASSY 
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(APPROXIMATELY 300 LITERS PER CAR FOR PERIOD) FOR 
OFFICIAL VEHICLES AND REQUESTED ADDITIONAL GASOLINE. 

3) DECEMBER 14 LAW CONTAINED FOLLOWING SENTENCE: 

"THE DIPLOMATIC PERSONNEL AND SALARIED CONSULS OF A 
FOREIGN MISSION ACCREDITED TO SWEDEN SHALL BE ISSUED 
PURCHASE CARDS, PURCHASE LICENSES OR CONSUMPTION 
PERMITS TO THE EXTENT DEEMED NECESSARY BY THOSE CON- 
CERNED." WORDING IS AS AMBIGUOUS IN SWEDISH AS IN 
ENGLISH, AND EMBOFF WENT TO FONMIN TO PRESENT VIEW 
THAT "THOSE CONCERNED"' MEANT THE DIPLOMATS THEMSELVES. 
FONMIN AGREED WITH THIS INTERPRETATION, GAVE EMBOFF 
APPLICATION FORMS FOR ADDITIONAL GASOLINE FOR PRIVATE 
VEHICLES OF THOSE ON DIPLOMATIC LIST, BUT POINTED OUT 
THAT FONOFF WAS ONLY A "MAILBOX", AND THAT DECISION LAY 
WITH TRANSPORT MINISTRY. 

4) EMBASSY APPLIED FOR ADDITIONAL 200 LITERS PER 
FAMILY, MAKING RATION EQUIVALENT TO U.S. 10-GALLQN-PF.R- 
WEEK GUIDELINE. TO DATE, NO DECISION ON THESE APPLICA- 
TIONS OR, TO THE BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE, ON APPLICATIONS 
BY OTHER EMBASSIES HAS BEEN FORTHCOMING FROM GOS. 
FONOFF STATED TODAY THAT TRANSPORT MINISTRY IS 
"WORKING ON DIPLOMATIC APPLICATIONS FIRST", BUT NO 
ADDITIONAL ALLOCATIONS HAVE YET BEEN RELEASED. 
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